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PRESS RELEASE

October 11, 2016
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

$19.6 Million X Ray Equipmentto Boost Diagnostic Services at
Mandeville Regional Hospital

With over 200 patients seen daily and over 36,000 proceedures done
annually, the Mandeville Regional Hospital's Radiology Department is now
better equipped to provide diagnostic services with the acquisition of an
X-Ray machine valued at $19, 599,000, donated by the Chase Fund.

CEO of the Chase Fund, Mr. Billy Heaven in urging the hospital staff to pay
special attentiontothe care of the equipment noted that the Fund will be
offering five scholarships for the degree programmes in Bio Medical
Engineering which will help with the future maintenance of machines. He
told the staff that the warranty, maintenance should be looked at
carefully in addition to the establishment of a replacement fundto care
for the equipment.

The X-Ray machine which is considered to be the best diagnostic toolin
modern medicine was officially handed over on Friday, October 7 at the
Mandeville Regional Hospital (MRH)in Manchester.

Mr. Heaven noted that the health sectoris a critical part of the Fund'’s
mandate and since itsinception in 2003, has provided financial support to
the tune of $3 billion.

“The hospitalis the main referral hospital in theregion and thusthe
majority of high risk and critical care patients are seen at this facility.
Therefore it is of paramount importance for the hospital tohave the best
available equipment in order tobe able toserve the needs of the
people” Mr.Heaven added.

Consultant Radiologist at the MRH, Dr. Alistair McBean noted that the
Radiology Department provides services including radiography; ultra
sound and image guided intervention procedures and fluoroscopic
procedures toresidents in the southernregion and from as far as
Westmoreland, St. Ann, Trelawny and St. Catherine.

(more)
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Dr. McBean in recording his gratitude tothe Chase Fund said the
Department remains committed to offering quality services toits clients.

Picture 1

New X-Ray Unit- CEO of the Chase Fund, Mr. Billy Heaven getsready to
cut theribbon toview the new X-Ray unit while (I-r) Custos of Manchester,
Hon. Sally Porteous, Deputy Director of Nursing Services, Mrs. Saidie
Williams-Allen and Chairman of the Southern Regional Health Authority
Board, Mr. Wayne Chen looks on.
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Increased Services: Radiographer at the Mandeville Regional Hospital,
Mr. Michael Thomas operates the X-Ray Machine while members of the
SRHA look on.
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For more information contact:
Latoya Laylor Brown
Public Relations & Advocacy Officer
Southern Regional Health Authority
Tel: 962-8232/779-2663
Email: latoya.laylor@srha.gov.jm
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